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Using research to make connections and inferences 
By Nancy Marcil 

 

*Inquiry-based learning can really help advance the current library program at my school to better meet the 

expectations of the LLC model while having a big impact on student learning (an impact that hopefully has 

repercussions beyond school). As mentioned in the Leading Learning document "To meet their learning 

potential and participate fully as successful learners and contributors our students need learning opportunities 

and new environments deliberately designed to engage and inspire." (Leading Learning 7) 

*Scaffolding inquiry seems to lead to better success; students need guidance; leaving it too much open may 

lead to frustration and less learning overall. As mentioned by Trevor MacKenzie in his article "Bringing 

Inquiry-Based Learning Into Your Class: A four-step approach to using a powerful model that increases 

student agency in learning":  "Inquiry is most successful when strongly scaffolded." (MacKenzie) 

*By scaffolding inquiry it will lead to it looking different in year 1 in the LLC, compared to year 3 or 4, once 

students have had more experience (with time I will be able to do more open/free inquiry with the older 

grades as they will be ready for it) "The Types of Student Inquiry act as a scope and sequence to support 

learners in their journey toward Free Inquiry." (MacKenzie) 

*Choosing a model to guide inquiry is important to have common language throughout the school. Different 

inquiry models have similar steps (often just different terms). When picking the best model for K-6, I should 

strive for easy-to-understand language and a model without too many steps (easier for young kids)."Popular 

models have from 5 to 20 different steps, so it’s important to choose one that is appropriate for the grade level, 

subject-area, and duration of the project." (McAuliffe) 

*Inquiry is about being curious – having time for free exploration is important as it will lead to questions 

naturally (finding ways to let students explore a new subject, even in structured inquiry, is important) 

"Traditional assignments don’t allow for the complex, constructive process of learning through two important 

phases of research: exploring and collecting. Typical assignments limit students’ ability to learn from a 

variety of sources and often result in a simple copying exercise." (Maniotes 10) "During that exploration stage, 

students build the necessary background content knowledge so they can think critically throughout the rest of 

the process. When that stage is (too often) ignored, both the inquiry process and the resulting product suffer, 

and students are even less likely to learn, use, and transfer critical thinking skills." (McAuliffe) 

*Knowing how to ask good questions is important to meaningful inquiry; students will need to learn what 

makes a good inquiry question (again the importance of teaching skills through a scaffolded approach) 

(Wiggins and Wilbur) 

*Research is one part of the inquiry process (research projects on their own do not necessarily touch on all 

the components of inquiry-based learning, which is why following a specific inquiry model can be helpful, 

to not overlook or skip important steps) (like all the other steps, students need to be taught how to properly 

conduct research, though this may look different from K to 6) "School librarians can be leaders in inquiry 

learning because they know the research process and are able to help teachers design better learning 

experiences for students, experiences that support their learning through research." (Maniotes 16) 

*Reflection is an important part of any inquiry model (and it's a step that should be connected or "in play" 

during all the other steps) (knowing that having different emotions during an inquiry project is also important 

to consider; letting students know that it is normal to feel frustrated at times, that learning is not always 



linear, are important things to remember) "calls for reflection at every point" (Ekdahl 6) " Inquiry recognizes and 

supports the emotional aspect of learning" (Maniotes 14) 

*Linking inquiry to real life situations, or meaningful topics for kids, will lead to better inquiry projects and 

more profound learning (which also points to the fact that moving students from structured inquiry to free 

inquiry is an ultimate goal, as this will lead to students taking more ownership over their learning and 

promoting lifelong learning skills) "encourage students to have more authority over their own knowledge and 

inquiry […] ensure new learning takes place in active, collaborative, and social contexts, real or virtual " 

(Ekdahl 5) 

*Teaching inquiry skills will help me address other literacy skills (can be a great way to link learning and 

touch on the many other important facets related to the TL's teaching role, such as informational literacy, 

digital citizenship skills, reading/writing/communication skills, technology, etc.)  "Figure 1. Librarians who 

facilitate student-led inquiry are more likely to teach other essential information literacy skills" (Lance and 

Maniotes) 

*I can see how leading inquiry lessons in the library setting, in both English and French, will be an asset to 

my school, though it will present challenges too, as each group will have different needs. "Creating a French 

environment in a dual-track setting is a challenge and requires active support and fostering of the use of 

French inside and outside the classroom."("Handbook For French Immersion Administrators" 5) "All staff in 

the school—teachers, office staff (as they are often a parent’s first contact), custodial staff, and support staff 

such as librarians—should have a general understanding of, and a positive attitude towards, all programs 

offered in the school."("Handbook For French Immersion Administrators" 46) 

 

Works Cited 

Ekdahl, M., et al. The Points of Inquiry: A Framework for Information Literacy and the 21st Century Learner, British Columbia Teacher- 

Librarians’ Association, 2011, pp.1-16, https://bctla.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/the-points-of-inquiry.pdf. 

 

Handbook For French Immersion Administrators. Government of Alberta, Alberta Education, 2010,  

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/045f0deb-00cb-4577-b936-21457f60e8ef/resource/f3a17892-d083-45b4-8f49-

1994138f1af1/download/4856138-2010-frimmhandbook11.pdf. 

 

Lance, Keith C., and Leslie K. Maniotes. "Linking librarians, inquiry learning, and information literacy." Phi Delta Kappan,  26 Mar. 2020,  

https://kappanonline.org/linking-librarians-inquiry-learning-information-literacy-lance-maniotes/. 

 

Leading Learning: Standards of Practice for School Library Learning Commons in Canada. Canadian Library Association, 2014, CLA Voices  

for School Libraries Network, CLA School Libraries Advisory Committee, http://llsop.canadianschoollibraries.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2016/09/llsop.pdf. 

 

MacKenzie, Trevor. "Bringing Inquiry-Based Learning Into Your Class: A four-step approach to using a powerful model that increases  

student agency in learning." Edutopia.org, George Lucas Educational Foundation, 1 Dec. 2016, 

https://www.edutopia.org/article/bringing-inquiry-based-learning-into-your-class-trevor-mackenzie. 

 

Maniotes, Leslie K, and Carol C. Kuhlthau. "The Shift: From Traditional Research Assignments to Guiding Inquiry Learning." Knowledge  

Quest, Vol. 43, No. 2, American Library Association, Nov./Dec. 2014, pp.9-17, https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1045936.pdf. 

 

McAuliffe, Christa. "To Teach Critical Thinking & Inquiry Learning, Entrust Your School Librarian." Edublogs.org, Looking Backward: No  

Sweat Library Lessons & Management That Works, 2 Oct. 2019, https://lookingbackward.edublogs.org/2019/10/02/critical-

thinking-inquiry/. 

 

Wiggins, Grant, and Denise Wilbur. "How to Make Your Questions Essential?" Educational Leadership, Vol.73, Iss. 1, Sept. 2015, pp.10-15,  

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept15/vol73/num01/How-to-Make-Your-Questions-Essential.aspx.  

https://bctla.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/the-points-of-inquiry.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/045f0deb-00cb-4577-b936-21457f60e8ef/resource/f3a17892-d083-45b4-8f49-1994138f1af1/download/4856138-2010-frimmhandbook11.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/045f0deb-00cb-4577-b936-21457f60e8ef/resource/f3a17892-d083-45b4-8f49-1994138f1af1/download/4856138-2010-frimmhandbook11.pdf
https://kappanonline.org/linking-librarians-inquiry-learning-information-literacy-lance-maniotes/
http://llsop.canadianschoollibraries.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/llsop.pdf
http://llsop.canadianschoollibraries.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/llsop.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/article/bringing-inquiry-based-learning-into-your-class-trevor-mackenzie
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1045936.pdf
https://lookingbackward.edublogs.org/2019/10/02/critical-thinking-inquiry/
https://lookingbackward.edublogs.org/2019/10/02/critical-thinking-inquiry/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept15/vol73/num01/How-to-Make-Your-Questions-Essential.aspx

